
TABLE 2.6
TOP 50 FAA-OPERATED AIRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWERS, BY RANK ORDER OF TOTAL 

OPERATIONS  AND BY AVIATION CATEGORY INCLUDING AIR CARRIER RANK
FISCAL YEAR 1996

Total Air Carrier   
Tower Air General  

Rank Operations Rank Operations Taxi Aviation Military
Chicago O'Hare Int'l, IL 1 909,186 1 751,067 119,735 35,526 2,858
Dallas/ Ft. Worth Int'l, TX 2 869,831 2 612,269 228,415 27,965 1,182
Atlanta Int'l, GA 3 772,597 3 592,353 154,439 23,005 2,800
Los Angeles Int'l, CA 4 764,002 4 497,792 237,928 25,072 3,210
Miami Int'l, FL 5 546,487 10 314,540 161,235 64,441 6,271
Phoenix Sky Harbor Int'l, AZ 6 544,363 6 353,981 87,085 96,593 6,704
Van Nuys, CA 7 532,221 255 17 3,095 528,659 450
Detroit Metro Wayne County, MI 8 531,098 7 349,630 100,370 79,532 1,566
St. Louis Int'l, MO 9 517,352 5 360,760 116,432 34,042 6,118
Oakland Int'l, CA 10 516,498 29 169,641 64,734 280,800 1,323
Minneapolis St. Paul Int'l, MN 11 483,570 12 303,732 121,922 55,004 2,912
Long Beach, CA 12 481,937 137 8,143 4,837 467,412 1,545
Las Vegas McCarran Int'l, NV 13 479,625 14 274,934 76,603 109,276 18,812
Santa Ana/Orange County, CA 14 474,976 53 80,989 20,404 373,310 273
Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood, FL 15 472,684 23 200,290 121,998 148,840 1,556
Boston Logan, MA 16 462,507 19 230,602 203,003 28,241 661
Charlotte Douglas, NC 17 457,054 15 268,596 124,820 60,099 3,539
Denver Int'l, CO 18 454,234 9 320,243 109,527 23,656 808
Pittsburgh Greater Int'l, PA 19 447,436 16 258,339 152,420 27,414 9,263
Newark, NJ 20 443,431 11 312,547 111,421 19,245 218
San Francisco, CA 21 442,281 8 322,328 77,387 40,066 2,500
Philadelphia Int'l, PA 22 406,121 21 217,420 136,779 47,051 4,871
Seattle Tacoma Int'l, WA 23 397,591 18 238,421 151,262 7,642 266
Cincinnati Greater, KY 24 393,523 27 186,302 191,409 14,511 1,301
Houston Intercontinental, TX 25 391,939 13 292,203 75,474 23,656 606
Denver/Centennial, CO 26 376,977 NA 0 13,470 361,228 2,279
Honolulu, HI 27 374,965 22 205,600 60,536 84,929 23,900
Salt Lake City Int'l, UT 28 373,815 24 196,258 90,889 82,317 4,351
Memphis Int'l, TN 29 363,945 26 193,321 103,514 61,413 5,697
John F Kennedy Int'l, NY 30 360,511 20 226,607 118,700 14,716 488
Sacramento Metro, CA 31 348,234 30 159,850 76,478 102,922 8,984
Prescott, AZ 32 346,295 195 983 5,464 339,203 645
La Guardia, NY 33 342,618 17 241,063 81,369 19,873 313
Orlando Int'l, FL 34 341,942 25 194,726 112,651 29,286 5,279
Seattle Boeing, WA 35 339,321 130 8,877 40,727 287,522 2,195
Washington Dulles Int'l, VA 36 330,439 49 90,945 177,953 54,565 6,976
Pontiac, MI 37 320,016 207 446 20,984 298,462 124
Washington National, DC 38 309,754 28 176,339 80,078 48,503 4,834
Portland, Int'l, OR 39 305,964 36 119,872 127,312 48,231 10,549
Fort Worth Meacham, TX 40 301,094 229 106 1,227 299,309 452
Sanford, FL 41 292,741 180 1,984 120 290,438 199
Cleveland Hopkins Int'l, OH 42 291,029 33 145,362 112,324 30,301 3,042
Charleston AFB Municipal, SC 43 290,050 68 51,876 10,264 67,446 160,464
Greensboro/Piedmont Triad, NC 44 287,322 40 112,252 66,750 106,120 2,200
Anchorage Int'l, AK 45 283,611 42 105,593 77,538 96,977 3,503
San Jose Int'l, CA 46 278,941 39 115,785 9,125 153,600 431
Des Moines Int'l, IA 47 275,396 59 68,516 56,096 141,166 9,618
Tampa Int'l, FL 48 272,782 38 115,910 109,335 44,186 3,351
Baltimore Washington Int'l, MD 49 270,156 32 150,509 87,782 30,100 1,765
Daytona Beach, FL 50 268,631 136 8,360 2,981 255,923 1,367
  (NA)  Not applicable.
  NOTE: Total operations rank was based on total air traffic activity at 349 FAA-operated Towers.     Air Carrier 
             operations rank was based on air carrier activity at 290 FAA-operated Towers.  Not all FAA-operated 
             Towers handle air carrier operations.
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